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SUBJ: PM KIRK COMMENTS ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND TESTING 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. IN MAJOR SPEECH BEFORE WELLINGTON 
PRESS CLUB JUNE 26 PM KIRK STRESSED HIS PEARS CONCERNING 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND TESTING. HE CALLED POR A COMPREHENSIVE 
TEST BAN TREATY AND TOOK INDIA TO TASK POR ITS RECENT TEST. 
WITHOUT NAMING THE US HE TOOK ISSUE WITH RECENT AGREEMENTS 
TO PROVIDE NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS TO MIDDLE EAST COUNTRIES. 
CRITICISM OP PRANCE WAS MILD. END SUMMARY. 

2. KIRK SAID A TREATY TO BAN TESTS IN ALL ENVIORONMENTS 
WOULD BE "GAUGE OP GOOD PAITH ON THE PART OP THE MASSSIVELY 
ARMED NUCLEAR POWERS." HE NOTED AS A MATTER "OF DEEP 
CONCERN" THAT THERE HAVE BEEN, ON AVERAGE, MORE NUCLEAR 
TESTS PER YEAR SINCE SIGNING OP LIMITED TEST BAN TREATY 
THAN THERE WERE BEPORE TREATY CAME INTO EPPECT. HE ALSO 
NOTED THAT IN THIRTY YEARS OP DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATION 
NOT ONE NUCLEAR WEAPON HAS BEEN DESTROYED AS RESULT OP 
AN AGREEMENT TO DO SO. 
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3. WITH REGARD TO INDIAN TEST KIRK STATED IT OPENED 

"AN UNEORTUNATE STABLE DOOR... ONE WHOSE REPERCUSSIONS 
WILL BE FELT FOR A VERY GREAT LENGTH OE TIME." HE ADDED, 

"INDIA'S TEST HAS SHOWN HOW ERAGILE THE CONTROL SYSTEM 
IS AND HOW IMPORTANT IT IS THAT THE CONTINUING PROLIEERATION 
OE NUCLEAR WEAPONS SHOULD COME TO AN END..." 

4. WITHOUT NAMING US KIRK CAME DOWN HARD ON RECENT NUCLEAR 
AGREEMENTS IN MIDDLE EAST. HE SAID, "IF...CONTROLS ARE 
UNILATERALLY SET ASIDE THERE IS NO WAY OE POLICING THEM 
SHORT OF INVASION...RECENT EVENTS LEAD ME TO RELIEVE 

THAT WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE MIDDLE EAST HAS INCREASED 
THE POSSIBILITY OF NUCLEAR CONFLAGRATION UNLESS A GENUINE 
BASIS EOR A CONFIDENT PEACE BETWEEN THE MIDDLE EAST 
COUTNRIES CAN BE EOUND." 

5. KIRK TALKED AROUND ERENCH TESTING EOR SOME TIME 
STRESSING HIS DEEP CONCERN AND DISTRESS THAT ERENCH HAD 
NOT ABIDED BY THE RULE OE LAW, E.G., WORLD COURT 
INJUNCTION. TAKING NOTE OE ERENCH AMBASSADOR'S STATEMENT 
THAT ERANCE HAD NOT BEEN UNRECEPTIVE TO THE CONCERNS 
EXPRESSED BY GNZ HE MADE POINT THAT OPPOSITION TO TESTS 
WAS NOT LIMITED TO ERANCE. BECAUSE TESTS THREATENED 
SURVIVAL OE HUMAN RACE "WE HAVE OPPOSED EQUALLY TESTS 
IN INDIA, IN BRITAIN, IN CHINA AND THE SOVIET UNION AND THE 
UNITED STATES..." 

6. COMMENT: AS NOTED IN A NUMBER OE PREVIOUS EMBASSY 
REPORTS PM KIRK IS STEADEASTLY ANTI-NUCLEAR. HE CAN BE 
EXPECTED TO REGULARLY PROTEST ATMOSPHERIC AND UNDERGROUND 
NUCLEAR TESTS. IT IS ALSO LIKELY THAT NZ WILL CONTINUE 

ITS EFEORTS IN SUPPORT OF A COMPREHENSIVE TEST BAN TREATY. 
EMBASSY WOULD NOTE HERE THAT KIRK'S OPPOSITION TO THINGS 
NUCLEAR IS INEINITELY CLOSE TO TOTAL. IT IS BASED ON 
PHILOSOPHIC AND MORAL GROUNDS AND IS NOT EASILY SUBJECT 
TO SUASION OF ANY SORT. WHILE HIS NATIONAL SECURITY 
ADVISORS CAN BE EXPECTED, AS A GENERAL RULE, TO KEEP 
HIM PROM GOING TOO PAR OFP THE DEEP END IT IS EXTREMELY 
DOUBTPUL THAT HE WILL EVER ACCEPT LIVING WITH THE BOMB. 

PULL TEXT OP SPEECH FOLLOWS BY AIRGRAM. 
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